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1 258 Examined. 


Bicrving that our Brethren of Scorl.1nd, together with 
the Aſſembly of Divwes, and the ret of the | reshyte- 
r1n judgement, do ire both in their diſcomie aid 
WLIAngs, exccedingly pretle tor Vrito; mity ; I have 
been urged i in my ſpirit, to think upon the matter, and 
to conlider whether there-could. be any ſuch thing 
found in the word of the New 7 «/?an.ext,or in the pra- 
Rice of che Churches of Chrilt. And tor iy part, 1 in- 
genuouſly profefle 1 cannot yet di{cover it, and world 
be glad if any would -firuct mc farther in this particular , {o he do it trum 
the Word. 

Now Uni: micy what is it, but an unity of torm ? and the form they mean, 
no doubr, is outward : for the inward form,as it cannot be known by the our 
ward ſenſes ; ſo neither can it be accomplithed by outward power. And there- 
fore (till I know their meaning better ) I conceive that by uniformity they un- 
derſtand an unity of outward form in the Churches of God: yea {ome of them 
do declate ſo much, czlling the ching they would have, External! uniformity. 

Now {uch 1 chins a6 <h1s. (after fo much inedication and recollection, as my 
other imployments, "and the many diftracions that neceſſarily attend my pre- 
ſent condition, will p.rmit me ) 1 cannot: dilcern in the word of the Goſpel], 
For Chriſt ſpeaking of the Church of the New Tettoment, faith, Fobr 4 33. 
The hour cometh and 1:5W is, When the true Wor fy 9pers hall Wor ſhip bs Father iw 
Spirit and Truth, for the Farber leeketh (uch to worſhip him. God ts a Spirit,and 
and they that porfbep him muſt Worſhip him in Spirit and Truth. In which words 
it. s inolt evitent, that the worthip of God in the tine of the New Teltament, 
s inward and {piricuall, confiltiong m faith, hope, love, and prayer, the op: ra- 
tion of the three former, &c. And fo, 1s io far ftrom Uniformity as hath been 
explicated, and as they underſtand 1t,rhat it is not at 2ll capable of it. And there- 
fore I cannoc but wonder ar the {trange workings of darknefſc in the mindes of 
men, who would have an extcrnall Vxifermity in a worthip that iS inward and 
ſpirituall, and of wiuc! the oatward form is no part at all, but is mealy acct» 
denal), and {0 ablolutely various. "3 Again, 
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DU NIFORMITY EXAMINED. 
Again, 2 I finde nor this Uniformity in the dotrine of the Goſpel, to 1:£1- 


| Ther in the practice of the Saints, who had the ſpiric of the Golpel , as thac 


praRice 1s repreſented to us in the Word, , 

In As 1.14.1 read how the Apoſtles being together with the women,and 
Mary the Mother of Jelus, & ais brethren.contunued with one accord in Pray- 
er and fupp'icatien:and As 2.7.44.& 46, how ll that believed Were together, 
and rnntinued dailyWith one accord in the 7 emple , and did break bread from houſe 
ro houſe, '5c, Andinall this there was Unity, but no externall Uniformiry, 
neither name nor thinz. Azain, Ac. 4. 23. Peer and Fohn being let go by the 
Maviltraccs » Went to their oWn c-mpany ( which mat t5.0f our CiTgy would 
tern «4 Conventicle) and reported all thar the chief Prieſts and Elders had ſaid to 
them ; and When they heard it, they lift up their voice to God 6aluuad , With ore 
accord, andprayed. Here was inward Uniry,in Faith, and love, and joy, and ſpi- 
ritual prayer , bur no cxternall Utuitormity - and vel. 32. The multicude 
them that believed Were of one heart, aud one ſoul. Unity (till, but noching sf cx- 
rerna'l »mformiry. Further, we read Acts chap. 7. and chap. 8B. that Stephen 
and ©/hili2, who by the Church were ordained Deacors and were to ſerve on- 


ly tor the Miiſtery ot the Table, yet by vcrwe of che anoincing , preached the 


word of Gol tieely, and powerfully : and hovw all the Members of the Church 
of Fcrsilcm, who werenenther Muiltets nor Deacons; being ſcattered abroad 
by pcriccution, went preaching the Word every where, where they came , in 
that calc of neceitity : the unction of the Spirit, of which all believers partake 
alike, being one funJa4mcntall ground of fuch Muluſtery, where there are no Be- 
licvers tocall to'tne Oincc : and in all this , though there was mwnity of faith, 
ſpirit, and doctrine, yer 1 am fure they will fay , there was no ſuch wnformity 
as they would have. Again, 17s 20. P.wl the irit day of the Week,preached 
to the Dilcipics of Macedsri.t,trom the Evening till Midatght(which Dr. Po: +- 
{in7ton 10 4 printed Sermon laith, was out of order, thatis , out of Prelaticall 
order, or Presbyteriall #niformiry) and after brake bread and did car,and talt.cd 
with them a long wile, till break. ct day + and goirg tom thence, he arrived 
at Epheſre, and there called the Elders of the Church cogether , and appeals to 
them after what manner kc had been with them, to Wit, feiv:ng the Lord with 
ail humility of minde , (I with the Afſetnbly would mark that, and mark it 
again) and \yith many tears aud cmpatons, &c. and how he had held back 
no.i119 Profitable for them, bur izad caugh. c..cm publicly, and from houſe ro 
houſe! which I with were anore 11 ule nov. -4- {ayes it ic might obtam ſo much 
leave from wnrfi;mury) and had preathd to. em Rpcentap<c towards God, 
and Fe1:h towards our Lord }cius Ciitiit, our ciict work toward God fiance 
our tall and corruption buing Repeintance, winch is the change of the creauue 
roiyards God, through Gods own work 11 the Creature, and THIS id Li0t due 
without the ſorrouv of the teth + and vur Chick work towards Chriſt , who is 
BIVCN LO us 45S 2 bead, being Fain or Union. And 1 the endgextorts the Presby - 
A 3 cers 


ONIFORMITY FX A MINED, 


ters to tave heed to themſelves (who according to the Church principles of this 
azo, Want no ad mOonition themlelves, [Eng Lacy arc bcco.ne a PeTempcory 
rul- to all others) and to the flocks over \waich the holy Ghoſt (and not Pa- 
trons) hath made chem overkcers, to feed TNC Church of God which he had 
purchaſed with kis own blond, &c, Bus 10 A this 1KKERCT practices himſelte, 
Nor PreaC-:0sS £O them, nor Commands them to Preacn O Others, Or 1Npole up- 
ON otlrs any ſuch kind of thing as externall V#1/crmity. And to lurely they 
that ſo vehemently urae this thing, that ehey Mae 1: all in all in their Refor= 
mation, have ſome ozler teacher then the Apoltle, who being taught of Chrilt 
as Chrijt was taught of God, yet knew no A{Uch Thing ar all in the worthip of 
God, as vniformity. | 

And yet further, that tne world (if it be poſlible) may be the more conyin=- 
\ ced, oble-ve a little more {criouſly che practice of Chriſt and the Saints, m re- 
for 33C- tO thus Pons and You (hall {ee nothing lule th n extcroall Unfermi- 
ty. See this in the prayer of Carilt, (prayer for the duty it teit being nothing 
bur {o much {pirit 4ll worthip as being the VO), CO of the SP1r1C 1:1 thc feth, 
both in head ana members) This Chriſt ſumnetnice performed with his Eycs 
lifted ap. 0 neaven, (ometiun:s being proſtrace with his body 01 the earth, and 
fo ſeverall times feverall ways . and as ke, fo the Saints have forne prayed 
ſtanding, and lifting up therr hands, as Ao/es, foie kneeling and lifung up 
their hands, as Ss/omm, ſome {tanding and not lifting up their eyes, as the 
Publicans.&c. And what external Unitor:cty in all this 7 And as tor praying 
fo for preachinz,Chrilt ſometimes preached in a ſhip,fomectimes on the ſhore, 
fometimes in tie City of Feruſilem, lomcimes in the Teinple, foimetimes in 
the defarc, ſoinciumes carly, fOnecumes ite, as if h< intended on purpoſe to 
W:ireſle again that Picce of the myitery Or MIQUIty WiCh 12 after azes 
{kould be Calla Uniformity YT Paul preached tomerunces O!1 the Jews Sab. 
bath, ſoinctiumes on the tirlt day of the wee, foinctunes cach day of the week, 
loinctiincs 11 The day, {CNCUTNLCS 11 THE Hig, (ONCL1LS pray cd 13 the houtc, 
ſometimes on the thor.; he circanoted Timothy ainong the weak , retuſed to 
Cremncic Tat: 1MO0Ng the Pers rf, decamec as a Jew to the jews, as a Greek 
to the Gre-ks, to t! © weak. 25S Wear, tothe Itrong as itrong, all things to all 
men, that ho nught win ſome. and vhat exceinall Unitormity was here? And 
then for tie Sacranons, Chit adtaimitred che Sacrament of the Supper un- 
mediaccly ater wpper, Faxl at inidiiugzntand 1t nay be others m the morning, 
Or at noone : and what external Unitormity in all this ? And tor governineat; 
lometimes the Apoitlcs wget tonerher into a Conncell and in that Councell 
ordered things ro! of tocirown feds , or by plurality of voyces, but by the 
Word and Spirit, 2nd what they ordered by the Word aid Spiricy they put in 
EX. CiULLON by Lhe POWEer of - the Yo. d ail Spirit, and nog by the pov:r of the 
Worid. At o:her tins \infiters and believers did things by the Word and 
SPIrit 4.6012 themateives, by the muTuail Content of both ; or el{c belicvers a- 
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UNIFORMITY EX AANMNINE 


hy mu among theimtelves, if there were no Miniters pre ſent. And where the 
, hu.nber of Tl evers were more, they itood mm need of inore Oiticcrs , and 

" where tewer, of tewer Othcers,1:1d all theſe things arc the tree ordcring of the | 
Churchcs, who have Chrilt, the OP. 0 and The Father among chem and mM 
them, a'14 {fo are Lake Our of the bod age of mea ito the freedo:ne of God. 

That muy I tee not the Golpel inore {errmg I's fpirit agai2ft any ting of An- 
Ucn againſt this pojar of exterr 1} Ur tormity. For it we havo one 


tichrilt 
Lord, © 1NTILTL, Sp 1t. Faith , Dapt {13:6 God, all other rhi NCS a Et ee io0the 


Churcin g 4d (30 (}4all fer by £15 01, aim 130 OO eh. rivii- « and * NC F -:4l9; w 41G 
wildom: 21 d prudence of IMA, b We Do PLaCe 111 L:11S-worl id; Where the Sun of 
rightconl, CS LINES a4S TRE ONLY lzQht, 

But azait thus that la: fi been Taid, do lic ſom os ions : as firſt, 

Eh EP roptet toret od tat the Lord Pronld be one , 214 1 1s Nam: oac ; 1nd doth 
not this im ply externall Unformuy ? 

] auſcyer, nothing tale : for the © Ha SR C5 OY and cart, icha 
> NY te hm 4 1 c 2 NI; 2 : F., ! y-C C>!, EY 
> CT 1S to h14yC TiC LOLU O; ;  oſ all us d! nt OllC ? Im 11 i v Ve iy - Þ? 4 4. EF 4, 
_ 6. wacre ne faith, there 15 in the {pi ;ricaall C hureh: ane Dos, endoze Spi- 
71it, one kope of 0 OHY C. :lling, one Lora, one Faith, eB: 2pi1 mo, 0::cGoga and Þ 1- 
© Bo of all, Who is above all, th: 1217 rh all, an4 in. 11 \Vhoteby v Ol i fre, thac a 
mong blievers there is a manifold Uni y, bu: no externall Unfobs Ca, 
£1c Praycr of Chritt the Son for the Church, unto) is clearly the Promilc of 
God the Father to the Church, oh 17. Chillt pra; es,th.'t they all Wane are 
mainly anong themſelves accor & ng tO the [ cit ) may b one, :s tha Fre: jt 
that is, acco.ding tothe uwnty of the oy itt, NOE CXtEr- 


1m mee, and I in thee, 
nall Uniforinity ) ehar after + maner they ul 0 min bene; 
But again 1t 1$ objc Red Ou: of 1 (or. 14. that the Aj 1t 
all th; 7.5 m.1y Fe done ny the C'! 19 decently and #44 674 1. an Fes Nutt ie 
tmpiy externall Unitormit > 2 
I aniywwvcr, Tat LY Wiilh nal, 2dM1t 41 encir Par 


1 
{ 4 Apol 1, 1 +Y -CYY TIL APY oo ”* ,,. PP ryp?t 3H 1 » 'Y Ky F 
oro 36 5 asS the \ {ET I-44 {call y + IEEE L001 CTII%4 C4; RIQITE OO! i. Or 


CONNCY a 

he Th h befc Out Wu the nie Charch is come ; e? me? FACE all 
may proj phe /ie are by one, that ol may fearnce anda boo minted ts andihat di- 
r13g cha ©X.TIC! = of prophetys Tues tt ay this ve LEN exlea EO Af ET, the FOre 
mer 15 to 7ice place g and be mult ipeatc thar hath the clearcit tg it KReing tie 
Spirit, 19 \v.z0imivever it 1s QVen bo Prot OG AG oat Tough All ita) 
Pg K one by one.z6c all may not Prop? ac 0C0, Tor ter weil: nt 
be order, bur confalion, whic i the Apo. te Would i4vc atoded, faywo, Lee 
all thin 'r be 4 22 rem!) and #3 074! And tus IEC, tO he piriiwades to 
by the wc ord, he Quen not 12 force by t.cular poyrer. Ald if they will call this 
U at. rmuty, fon r Church- mcinbcrs to propuclfe one atclr a otier, det aug 


cle, 211d NOL 411% F 0r VO UC at OG 
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UNIFORMITY EXAMINED. 

Thus you {ce theſe objeRions anſwered , and I am contident there are ne 
more can be brought but may as clearly avd eaſily be anſwered as theſe. 

And therefore, T ay, I wonder and wonder againe, that we having Ccove- 
nated and agreed together folemnly, to endeavour for a Government molt a- 
greeable ro the word of God, ſhould in thejmeane time be lett {o void of the 
{pirit and lizhic of the Golpcl,as to fall uporrexternall Uniformity, which is no 
where to be tound in the, Goſpel, nor in the practife of primative Chriſt:ans? 

Yea, while I conlider more {eriouſly ok-rhe Matter, me thiaks externall wi- 


formity 1s a moniſtrous thing (how elerious ſocver 1n their eyes, and not to be. 


4 My « . D . . . ” * . 
tound either in nature os in grace, citacr m Chrilts Kingdome, or the King- 


domcs of the world. 

In nature is no ex:ernall vniformity extended to all the workes of nature, 
for looke into the world and ſee if there be not variety of forms ; heavenly 
and earthly bodies having feverall forines ; and in the earth cach bird, 
bealt, cree, planc, creature, differs one from another in outward form. 1f 
the whole creation ſhould appearc in one form, or externall v»iformity, what 
a monſtrous ring would 1c be, nothing differing trom the firit chaos ? bur che 
variety of torms in 1 world is the beauty of the world. So that. though there 
be a moſt ad;irableanicy among all the creatures, yet there 1s nothing Icfle 
then externall 4/711 3, 

Azainc, 2s there 15 no externall v»iformiry ſpread over the great world, fo 
nor yet over the little world, or man. 1 or looke upen a nan co:Þ3{ting of :.cad 
and members, unto which the Apoitle compa cs the Church , and you thall 
not nnae all ch. members lue on: ano.ar, neither 1 regard of their outward 


' forms, nor operations : for the and doctii not move as the foor, nor the foot 


att 45 the hang; 41d if all che memb. rs ſhould appear and act in one form, what 


no xiemnall onifmiry, yer there 15 admirable wniry. 

And yt again, look ih to the Kin_domes of the world, and you ſhall ſee no 
ſuci cning in them as external vniformity £ Here 1m Fyglind you thall obierve 
that Tor IS Not gov. rad as 1:4, nor Hull as Halifax, nor that as Briſtol, 
ec. neither 15 one Coanty governed witormly as another; there is no vnifor- 
ity 1 the Govern int ot Keat arid E ſſex, nor Oac town governed like aito- 
ther ; in Godmancheter, oc 1 0unvet ron mherit, 11 Huntgngeon the ELicſt, 
nor one Corporation coverned like another, nor one Company in the Cirie 
governed aS tioti.cr;zud yet bo: wen allCountics,Citics. Towns, Corporations 
Companiks , tacte 1$ unit, though 10 Cxteriiall wnitformity. Y 4, Jook upon 
the funous Cite of Lode, ail there re, 16 may by, an tundied thouſand fa- 
milics, or more if1ie, and caciz on. gove.n d ater a feverall manner aid among 
all chelc fanilics there is no external viifeormity, and yet they ail azrce will 
Eno! mto the any of a Cicy. 


Nay further, to bring but one inan to an v»iformiry. of lite and practic:, by 
an 


UNIFORMITY EXAMINED. 
an outward Law, would be the moſt abſolate tyranuy in the world, and make 


' his Life worle then death. To compcll every inan by a Law every day 1 the 
' week, or every Munday, Tueſday, &c. m the week, toan wnformsty of lifc,that 


he (hall riſe ar the (ujne rime, ule the ſane poltures, ſpear the ſame words, cat 
the ſame tood, reccive the fame Phyſtct, lit, and {tand, and walk, and Iye 
down a: the {aineter tunes. who ever hoard of {uch a crucl bondage ? WW nat an 
ablurd and intollerable thing then is #niformiry in tlic life of a man, taking a- 
way all treedoine of the ſouic ? Bur how much more evill and intollerabic 1s 
uniformity 11 the life of 4 Chriitian. or of rue Churches of Chriſt, taxing away 
all treedorae of tlie ſpirit of God, who being one with God, wor! s 1n che 
trecdome of God , and is not to be bound wich any anthoritactive or Cocrcive 
power, of poor, dark, 1gnorant, vain, fooliſh, proud, and {infull men. ” 

\Vhat now tnen do the Presbyters mean by Vn:fermity ? Would they have 
the Word prezched, and che Sacraments admunſtred , and the Naine of God 
called on, and all chis done in fpiric and truth in the Churches of Chriſt 2 This 
cruly is Unity and not Vniformity, and fuch an wity 3s no man can comperll, 
Bur would they have the Word preached, the name of God called on , Sacra- 
menes adminiſtred, the ſpiricuall diſcipline of che fpiricuall Ciurch managed, 
the vertues of Chritt, and graces of the Spirir in the Saints exerciſed, and all 
this in one and the ſame outward form, or uniformity 2 Thus 1s the burden of 
the Saints, the bondage of the Church, the ſ{traitning the Spirit, the limiting of 
Chrilt, and the eclipſing the glory of the Father. Aud how wile tocver theſe 
men may be in naturall and carnall things , yer their wiledonie 15 buc 
foolithneſſe in ſpirituall things, in which there is no mcre unitormity, 
then in the workings of the Spint, who works ſeverally in {ever all Saints, 
and teverally in the {ame Saints at (everall times. And therefore they that 
would tye the Church to an uniformity which works not of 1: 11, butas the 
Spirit works in it, let them firſt eye the Spirit to an wfor mt), and we are con- 
rented. Bur theſe men ſeem to run a {ad hazard , who would thus reduce the 
workings of the Spirit in Chriitians and Churches , to an outward «niformiry, 
according to their own minde and fancy, and fo woald rule and order, and en- 
large and (traiten the Spirit of God by the ſpirit of man *ſceing it is worſe to 
fin againſt Chriſt in the ſpirit, then againlt Chrilt in the fleth. 

And therefore till-] be otherwiſe caught by the Word , I cannot conceive - 
that there on.Zht to be or is poiJible ro be any ſuch extiraall #-zfo;mzy mm the 
Churches of Chr ilt, as theſe men {trive, wrattl-, wear, cocind for,] will not 
fay are rcady to fight for, but taat ſeverall Cnucches of Chrilt having unity of 


doctrine, faith, the ſpirit, ordinances, &c. may have divers forms of outward 


adminiitrations, as GoJ and Ciriit by the ſp:ric ſhall lead them ; ang that cve- 
ry Church is in tacſe tlunzs to be left free, and no Church forced by any out- 
ward power to folloiy or umutace another Church agamlt 1s wdl , noc being 
freely led unto it by tae Spurit of God, A 
_ 


 NIFORMITY EXAMINED: 


Neither do I think that God hath ſet up any company of men, or Synod in 
the world, to ſhine to a whole Narioy, lo that all p.op'c ſhail be cenfirained to 
tollow their judocment, and to walk by their light, teeing ocher Miniſters and 
Chriſtians may have more light and ſpirit then they. Neither hatch Chriſt pro- 
milcd his pre {ence ana {pir:t to Minilters more then tO belicvers , nor more to 
in nonde.d then two or three: and it two or three Chriſtians in the Coun: try 
bemg met tOCetN.r IN tre Nare > of Chriſt . have Chrilt hinielt with ! 4, Word 
and Spit 4:1:0Ng tncMm, they vecd Potride nn mites tote Aﬀſembly at Log- 
don, to know what 10 do or POW tO CAITY and | behave themſelves in the things 
of God. And theretore or many COMPAany © t n:en of what FEE loever » (Olet 
UP ter Own JUACT Met IN A Kinadome , tor a peremp:ory ruetrom which no 
man mult very , ard tocon pill all the Faicktull Pcopic of Ged, whoare the ve- 
ry members © F ]cſus Cl wt hiofelt, ro tall down before 1t, upon Pain of being 
cal 1; FO the Iuwn1:8 | \ furnace of their uiditoation, heared ſ.ventin es more 
hott. cn ordinu \, £1 we thevulircd arull) of {cular PO wer 0 tlic power, 
is 4. far wotte work 1:0 es, thin that of King Netmridneatlr , iftng up 
ja goleoin 1imMaCt , 51 « (orcn _ alrotaldount. fon c 17; feving fpirituall idolatry 
1S 10 {12h wo te 1 1CO1VO lb, as theſp ri! is beter the: 1 the fcth. 
* Arid thioretore 0 hink (1 11? Ci 1Ci Ci: inc batt by toe Wer that can ) 
y {ipourtat {I el vtert mi, nd the 11: ave ti attails 
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